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that up on paper, knowing my disinclination to   CHIP. IT
speak in public, and handed me a copy in advance
so that I might prepare a few lines of reply.    The
President said:

" General Grant, the nation's appreciation of what Igg^8
you have done, and its reliance upon you for what per8' n'4m
remains to be done, in the existing great struggle,
are now presented, with this commission constitut-
ing you Lieutenant-General in the Army of the
United States. "With this high honor devolves
upon, you, also, a corresponding responsibility. As
the country herein trusts you, so, under God, it
will sustain you. I scarcely need to add that, with
what I here speak for the nation, goes my own
hearty personal concurrence."

To this I replied: " Mr. President, I accept the aia.
commission, with gratitude for the high honor con-
ferred. With the aid of the noble armies that have
fought in so many fields for our common country,
it will be my earnest endeavor not to disappoint
your expectations. I feel the full weight of the
responsibilities now devolving on me; and I know
that if they are met, it will be due to those armies,
and, above all, to the favor of that Providence which
leads both nations and men."

Op. the 10th I visited the headquarters of the Mar.i864
Army of the Potomac at Brandy station; then re-
turned to Washington, and pushed west at once to
make my arrangements for turning over the com-
mands there and giving general directions for the
preparations to be made for the spring campaign.

It had been my intention before this to remain
in the West, even if I was made lieutenant-general;
but when I got to Washington and saw the situa-owovor, as a preliminary,
